Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen

Shortened and edited by Miss Meller

1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights.  Social distinctions may be founded only upon the common good.  

2. The purpose of all political groups is to preserve the natural and god given rights of man.  These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression.

3. The principle of all independent state resides in the nation.

4. Liberty consists in the freedom to do anything that doesn’t injury others.  Law can determine any limits.

5. Law can only prohibit actions that are hurtful to society.  

6. Law is the expression of the general will.  Every citizen has a right to participate personally or through his representatives.  It must be the same for all, whether it protects or punishes.  All citizens being equal in the eye of the law.  Citizens are all equally eligible for public jobs.

7. No person shall be accused, arrested or imprisoned except if stated by law.  Anyone who arrested or executed another and doesn’t follow the law in doing so will be punished. 

8. The law shall provided punishments for things tat are obviously necessary.

9. All person are innocent until they have declared guilty.

10.  No one shall be denied their opinions including religious views as long as it doesn’t disturb the public order established by law. 

11. The free communication of ideas and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of man.   Every citizen may, accordingly, speak, write, and print with freedom, but shall be responsible for such abuses of this freedom as shall be defined by law.  

12. The security of the rights of man and of the citizen requires public military forces.  

13. To maintain a public force (army) the public must pay for it.  This should be equally distributed among all the citizens.

14. All the citizens have a right to decide who they want to represent them.  They chose this freely.  Representation will be based on proportion.  Taxes will be collected proportional as well.

15. Society can demand that all public officials be accountable for their actions.

16. A society in which the observance of the law is not assured nor the separation of power defined has no constitutional all

17. No one shall be deprived of property except where it is necessary for common good.  IF so it needs to be legally determined.  

