Discussion Questions over Frederic Douglass’ Speech

1) What arguments does he make for his case against slavery?

2) How would you describe the speaker’s tone in the speech?

3) Who is the audience for this speech?  How do you think Douglass tailored his remarks to their audience?

4) How does Douglass describe the nature of slavery?

5) If you were designing a historical monument to commemorate the pre-Civil War debate on slavery, and had to feature a quote from the speech, which would it be?

