Valley Forge

Washington's Letter to Governor George Clinton

To Governor George Clinton Head Quarters, Valley Forge, February 16, 1778
1. According to Washington, what is the condition of the army?

 2. Why does Washington admire the soldiers in the army?

 3. What steps has Washington taken to improve the situation of the army?

 4. What does Washington hope George Clinton will be able to do for the army?

Washington's General Orders of December 18, 1777 Washington instructs the troops how to build their huts:
1. According to Washington, how large were the huts supposed to be?

2. What was the building material to be used in the huts?

 3. How many soldiers were to live in each hut?

 4. What problems do you think the soldiers faced when building the huts?

Jonathan Todd, a surgeon’s mate He wrote to his father and described his hut. The reality of the huts was to always according to Washington’s plan.

1.How did Todd’s hut differ from Washington’s design? 

2. Why was this hut so hard to build? 

3. What were the weaknesses of the hut? 

4. A fortnight is a period of two weeks. Why did it take so long to build the hut?

Lieutenant WILLIAM BARTON of the Fourth and later the First New Jersey Regiment; To his father, Gilbert Barton of Allentown, N.J.,

1.What luxury items does Lieutenant Barton request that his family send him?

2. What items had he received from home? 

3. How had circumstances changed between February 18th and February 24th?

 4. What help does Barton request from his parents?

From the Diary of Albigence Waldo, Surgeon at Valley Forge, 1777.

1. What is the cry that goes throughout the encampment?

 2. What is the problem with Waldo’s skin and eyes?

 3. What are the soldiers forced to eat?

Pictures at Valley Forge

1. Describe the conditions the soldiers are experiencing.

2. List the ways the soldiers in the pictures are unprepared for the cold weather.

3. Look carefully at the pictures. Which people do you think are officers? What made you think those were the officers?

Part B: Essay

Using the documents in Part A, the answers to the questions in Part A, and your knowledge of the American Revolution, write a diary entry about what life was like at Valley Forge.  Use specific things you have learned. Use evidence from the documents to support your descriptions.
